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QUEEN� 
OF ;I'ln~ ROAD 

Go ahead, kick 
your shoes off 

COMMUTER: Thanks 
for your great column. 

I'm concerned 
about what seems to be a 
dangerous, but very common 
practice - drivers wearing 
flip-flops and other unsecure 
footwear such as heelless 
sandals, high heels and even 
bedroom slippers. Wouldn't 
they be likely to cause a 
serious misstep when a sud­
den change of foot position 
was required? What about 
barefoot? Any legal regulation 
about this? Thanks! 

~onyrnous,cyberspace 

Queen: Nothing says 
springtime like a pedicure and 
some cute new sandals. Am I 
right ladies? 

It surprised the Queen, but 
there are no laws in California 
concerning footwear while 
driving. Even bare pedal 
pushers are acceptable. 

"There is no restriction for 
footwear regardless of the 
kind," said Concord police Cpl. 
Kerry Cerletti. "I've even seen 
guys riding motorcycles with 
flip-flops on. There's no law 
against it, but it's not smart." 

O~r1ett; s;:ws hp. IInclp.r. 

• LIVERMORE: State panel unanimously votes 
to support giving facility an additional five years 

By Eric Louie 
STAFF WRlTER 

The state's charter school 
commission has voted unani­
mously to support the Uvermore 
Valley Charter School's permit 
for an additional five years, 

The 9-0 decision Monday 
by the Advisory Commission 
on Charter Schools had been 
recommended by state Depart­
ment of Education staff, which 
noted past financial and other 
problems but said progress 
has been made and concluded 

the kindergarten through 
eighth-grade school should be 
allowed to remain open. 

The state Board of Educa­
tion is scheduled to make the 
final decision in July. 

"It's great," said Bill Batch­
elor, president of the liver­
more Charter Learning Cor­
poration board which governs 
the school. He said charter 
officials have a close working 
relationship with the state and 
weren't conCerned that the ap­
proval would be denied. 

A report by education 
department staff noted the 
school in its initial 2005-06 
year received an 888 on the 
state's Academic Performance 
Index, which gives schools a 
score between 200 and 1,000 
with 800 being the target. The 
report said the school's score 
the following year dipped 
slightly but was higher than 
other Livermore elementary 
and middle schools. 

"Academically they're do­
ing really well," Deborah 
Probst, a consultant with the 
education department's char­
ter school division. "They're 
achieving the goals set in their 

charter." 
The staff report said due in 

part to new leaders, the school 
has made progress on past 
challenges centering on the 
need for consistent and fair 
pupil discipline policies and a 
need to improve communica­
tion among administrators, 
staff and parents. 

Staff members noted past 
fiscal concerns, which included 
a lack of internal controls and 
a blurring of lines of authority, 
but also cited new leadership 
and procedures. 

"They have been very reo 
sponsive," Probst said. 

The state is recommend­

;. 

ing a fiscal crisis team r~main 

through the 2008-09 school 
year or until the success of the 
school's fiscal recovery plan is 
ensured. Staff also notedafis­
cal threat if the charter COrpo­
ration takes on an aggres'sive
growth plan. '. r 

The state, which noted in 
its report that the corpor~tion 
had two other schools ap­
proved to open and was:'seek­
ing approval of a fourth,is not 
making judgment on 'tpose 
plans and mentioned' them 
to illustrate possible g~dwth, 
Probst said.," 

See SCHOOL, Page f· 
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CHRIS 
, HOPKINS 

is doing 
a IOO-mile uni~ ':i. 

cycle ride from 
Montair Ele­
mentary School 
in Danville to 
Sacramento to 
'call attention to 
proposed school 
budget cuts by 

. the governor. 
Hopkins ex­
pects to arrive 
in Sacramento 
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(azmi at least 200,000 square feet of 
ER , office space. Several council rIe city will \ members told Charter Proper­
ight for res- < ties they liked some aspects of 
nvironmen­ the project, such as the hotel, By Meera Pal is the final part of Windstar's 
,nce-contro­ gym and spa. STAFF WRITER "transit village" on the BART­
aza project The area is zoned "campus The Pleasanton Planning owned property, which strad­
de. office," which allows adminis­ Commission will decide to- dies 1-580 and sits withinpoth 
f the mixed­

::. 
trative and professional build­ night whether to approve the Dublin and Pleasanton. 

l2-acres at ings, administrative headquar­ final piece of a transit-oriented Windstar received Dublin's 
md Grafton graftontowers.org, to inform ters, research and development project adjacent to the future approval last year and expects 
~d last year others about the project. and business and commercial West DublinlPleasanton BART to break ground on that Pllrcel 
ed Charter The outcry led Charter services. It also allows retail, station along Interstate 580. this summer. That property 
Ided 16- to Properties to throw out the such as restaurants, gas sta­ San Diego-based Windstar will house a 150-room hotel, 

original tower plan. Several tions and banks that could Communities is proposing a 7,500 square feet of commer­
m also in7 months later, the company serve workers. mixed-use development with cial space, 309 units of rehtal 
'ID and spa, asked Dublin City Council Adding residential units and two apartment buildings total- . housing and eventually a 210­
condomini­ members what they thought a gym may require a change in ing 350 residential units and unit condo project. 
ceo would be appropriate for the the parcel's zoning. 14,000 square feet of ground- Construction of the new 
s objected area. Tonight's meeting will dis­ floor retail on the Pleasanton $80 million BART station is 
e buildings, The council cut the towers cuss how the project.)TIight af­ parcel. expected to be completed in 
)ublin resi­ to no more than 10-stories and fect the environment. No deci­ Developing the Pleasan­
~b site, stop- said the project should have sion will be made. ton side of the 14-acre parcel See PROJECT, Page 4 
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School 
FROM PAGE 3 

Livennore school district Su­
perintendent Brenda Miller said 
she did not oppose the school 
as: iLwent to the state this time, 
which she and others did when 
the state initially approved it. 

She also said that last time, 
her district was having financial 
difficulties and was afraid of 
losing more funding by losing 
students to the chalier school. 
This time, she said, the district 
has adjusted to the loss of those 
students and, unlike other dis­
tritts, is not facing a deficit. 

The school's renewal comes 
to the state on appeal after be­
ing denied by the Livermore 
school district in January. 

The Livermore district and 
Alameda County Office of Ed­
ucation had denied the school 
an initial three-year approval. 

The charter corporation also 
got approval from the Livermore 
s<;hool district to open the Liver­
more Valley Chalter Academy 
for eighth- and ninth-graders 
b~ginning this faj] and the Liver­
rr)ore Valley Charter Preparatory 
fqr 10th through 12th grades. The 
Livennore school district subse­
quently examined the charter's 
fi!'i~.ncial records and brought its 

A n J r rli'l [I 1.'1" • •_.) .... ~ 

JIM STEVENS/STAFF 

Program's sobering
 
message
 

F OOTHILL HIGH SCHOOL students representing 
fatalities of OUI automobile accidents, above, 
provided a somber reception for arriving police 

and emergency personnel at the "Every 15 Minutes" 
program at the Pleasanton school on Tuesday. Foothilll 
High School student Nick Valenziano, left, tries 
unsuccessfully to revive his sist~r, Emily Valenziano, 
the "victim" of a our accident. / 

Project 
FROM PAGE 3 

2009 and should coincide with 
completion of the Dublin prop­
erty, said Eric Heffner, senior 
vice president of Windstar. 

. The new BART station, 
which will be located in the 
10-mile gap between the 
Castro Valley and the Dub­
linjPleasanton BART stations, 
will serve as the core of the 
two projects. 

"This truly is the definition 
of what transit-oriented de­
velopment is," Heffner said. 
"Without that BART station 
being built there, we wouldn't 
be interested in building those 
projects here." 

With increasing traffic 
congestion in the Tri-Valley 
area, particularly along 1-580 
during commute hours, city 
officials have been supportive 
of developments that look for 
alternative modes of transpor­
tation. 

Heffner noted that since 
Windstar first considered 
the Pleasanton project, it 

has upped the number of af­
fordable housing units in the 
apartment complex. Instead 
of setting aside the required 
15 percent of the units as af­
fordable for certain levels of 
income, the company will set 
aside 20 percent - 70 units 
- for residents who make no 
more than 50 percent of the 
annual median income in Al­
ameda County. 

The state of California pegs 
the county's annual median 
income as $60,300 in 2008. 

"The city of Pleasanton 
needed some relief on their af­
fordable housing initiatives ... 
and the state programs have 
some financing that was very 
attractive to us," Heffner said. 

He added that increasing 
the affordability of the units 
was an important part of cre­
ating a truly transit-oriented 
development. 

Housing on both sides 'of 
the station will be located 
within a quarter mile - or 10­
minute walk - of Safeway, 
Target and Stoneridge mall. 
The developer may also con­
sider establishing a Flexcar 

"A..RJJ~~..~~f~Y'/'\1
 

program on-site, to allow resi­
dents·to rent vehicles. 

The two-story BARTstation 
building will be constructed in 
the 1-580 median and will con­
nect via pedestrian bridges 

. over the freeway to the mixed 
use projects in Pleasanton and 
Dublin. 

Four-story parking garages 
for BART patrons will also be 
constructed on each of the 
Pleasanton and Dublin sta­
tion-area properties. 

Staff writer Sophia Kazmi 
contributed to this story. 
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Who Else Wa 
Extra $30K­

WITHOUT Working Overtime, G 

As a middle-income homeowner, you've 
worked for 10 or more years, make $1201( ( 
more, proudly own your home, have a bemn 
ful family and have some savings in your b, 
and retirement accounts. 

Everyday when you get home from worl· 
you just don't have much time and energy It 
over for your spouse or kids. Every month, 
yom mortgage, car payments, groceries, ga~ 

and all other rising bills bring your chcckill! 
~('.(,()11111' C.1()~I·~ t() it~ her>innillll ba),mcc. Jeavi 
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